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Dean’s Message
We are proud to present our first School of 
Public Affairs annual report. Formed in 2011, 
the School demonstrates its vision to engage 
students and faculty in critical analysis of public 
policy and as a source of knowledge to local 
and global partners. As you will see in these 
pages, we are a school that goes beyond 
community engagement to become a resource 
for researching our area’s pressing issues.  
For a relatively small and new school, I am 
impressed by the footprint we have in Central 
Minnesota. That footprint is magnified by the students who learn with 
us. I meet many of them now as leaders in our communities. We are 
changed by the students we teach now, encouraged by the ones who 
passed through Commencement and into the world, and supported by 
the colleagues who work with us. They are bringing perspectives not 
only to the communities in which they live, many bring them back here to 
the School.
I thank you for taking the time to learn about our students, alumni and 
faculty.
King Banaian 
Dean, School of Public Affairs
University Mission
We prepare our students for life, 
work and citizenship in the twenty-first 
century.
University Vision
Through active discovery, applied 
knowledge and creative interaction, 
we positively transform our students 
and the communities where they live 
and work.
SOPA Mission 
Through active, experiential and 
global learning opportunities, we 
prepare our students to be stewards 
of the public interest and practitioners 
and leaders in the public and private 
sectors.
SOPA Vision
We provide the highest quality and 
most comprehensive undergraduate 
and graduate public affairs education 
in the Upper Midwest by engaging 
our students and faculty in the study 
and critical analysis of public policy 
and by serving as a rich source of 
knowledge for our stakeholders, both 
local and global.
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Highlights &  
Achievements
The Fighting Saints 
Battalion was awarded 
one of eight MacArthur 
Awards for the 2017-
2018 school year. 
Representing the 3rd 
Brigade, the Battalion 
is comprised of cadets 
and officers from St. 
Cloud State University, 
the College of St. 
Benedict and Saint John’s 
University. 
The criminal justice 
undergraduate program 
finalized its revision 
spring of 2018. 
Students can now elect 
a concentration within 
the degree, further 
specializing their studies 
and preparing them for 
careers after graduation. 
Concentrations: 
Corrections and Reentry, 
21st Century Policing and 
Victim Services. 
St. Cloud State 
students took residency 
at Alnwick Castle for 
an entire semester, fall 
of 2017. Ten students 
immersed themselves 
in economics, 
geography and British 
studies courses. 
The Center for Health 
Outcomes and Policy 
Research (CHOPR) was 
officially announced fall 
of 2018. CHOPR will 
engage St. Cloud State 
faculty, students and 
CentraCare employees 
in joint research about 
community health 
outcomes and healthcare 
in order to develop 
practical solutions to 
health challenges in 
Central Minnesota. 
CHOPR will be housed 
in the newly renovated 
Eastman Hall. 
The January 2018 
announcement of St. 
Cloud’s Electrolux 
facility closure prompted 
the School of Public 
Affairs Research Institute 
(SOPARI) to team up 
with the University of 
Minnesota Extension to 
examine its economic 
impact. 
St. Cloud State partnered 
with Northland Community 
& Technical College 
(NCTC) to enhance 
geospatial information 
technology (GIT) and 
unmanned aircraft systems. 
The St. Cloud State Spatial 
Analysis Research Center, 
along with the geographic 
information systems 
and land surveying and 
mapping science programs 
have developed new 
programing to enhance 
curriculum and develop 
pathway programs from 
two-year institutions. 
The theme of 














the top award 
for research at 
St. Cloud State. 
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Alumni, we would love to hear from you!  
Tell us about your awards, honors, and personal and professional accomplishments.  
Drop us a note at sopa@stcloudstate.edu. 
Q&A 
Patti Gartland may have graduated from St. Cloud State before the School 
of Public Affairs existed as we know it today, but she embodies everything 
it stands for – leadership, civic engagement, and community. A lifetime 
resident of the St. Cloud area, Patti is an active member of her community, 
professionally and personally. She is the president of the Greater St. Cloud 
Development Corporation (GSDC), serves on the Metropolitan Airports 
Commission and the advisory board for the School of Public Affairs. We 
asked Patti about her journey and this is what she had to say. 
Patti Gartland ‘80
You are the president of the 
Greater St. Cloud Development 
Corporation. Tell us about your 
journey to that position. 
“Prior to joining the GSDC as its president 
in 2013, the previous 27 years of my career 
were devoted to public-centric community and 
economic development work, specifically for 
the cities of St. Cloud (Planning Director) and 
Sartell (City Administrator). That experience 
and the extensive network of relationships that 
I had cultivated with business and community 
leaders across the region enabled a smooth 
transition to a more business-centric approach 
to economic development across the region 
via the GSDC.”
Q:
You earned a degree in 
community development with 
a minor in economics. Why did 
you choose those programs and 
were they your first choice?
“I was introduced to the community 
development field through a general elective 
course I had registered for primarily because 
it worked well with my part-time job schedule. 
But the spark was lit through that introductory 
course and I ultimately completed my Local 
and Urban Affairs degree with an emphasis in 
administration and planning.”
Q:
You have been a lifetime 
resident of St. Cloud. What has 
kept you here?
“Quite honestly, I can’t imagine a more 
perfect place to live, work and engage. 
Beyond being centrally located, we’re also 
a regional center for commerce, healthcare, 
education, arts and entertainment. Our 
economic base is diverse with excellent 
career opportunities. We enjoy a cost of 
living well below that of urban settings but 
we’re also only about an hour from all that 
the Twin Cities has to offer.”
Q:
What is your proudest 
professional accomplishment? 
“I’ve had the good fortune of working 
with some of the most talented, passionate 
and compassionate people anyone could 
ever hope to work with. My personal and 
professional life are a rich accumulation 
of relationships and I believe that is what 
best defines my proudest professional 
accomplishment.”    
Q:
What is the one thing you 
still carry with you from your 
education at St. Cloud State?
“The mandatory internship experience that 
was required of my program provided a vital 
transition from solid academic instruction 
to practical application within an actual 
workplace environment. Many doors have 
been opened in my career path since and as 
a direct result of my internship experience.”     
Q:
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Scholarships
Generous donations and endowments make our scholarships possible.  
During 2017-2018, $48,511 was awarded to students in School 
of Public Affairs programs. The academic journey of 37 students was 
made easier by these scholarships. 
Kailyn Anderson 
Arvid R. Hansen Memorial Scholarship  
Niki Anderson 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography 
Dr. Robert O. Bixby Memorial Scholarship 
Tiffany Bergman 




Kimberly Ritsche Scholarship in Criminal Justice 
Ahmed Hassan 
Ronald and Eleanor Riggs Scholarship in Political Science 
Alison Henning 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography 
Ruben L. Parson Geography Scholarship 
Patience King 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
Kristopher Klein 
School of Public Affairs Scholarship 
Josh Koehler 
Westwood Professional Services Land Surveying Scholarship
Sabrina Koelsch 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
Lucas Laniel 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
Sohee Lee 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
“This scholarship proved to me that 
I worked my way back up to my 
true potential. It was a symbol of 
hard work, dedication, and good 
decisions.”
“My scholarship definitely removes 
my anxiety about how to pay for 
my classes.”  
“It is a great honor to be awarded 
such acknowledgment and a great 
relief.” 
“This scholarship has been an 
investment in my future, and I am 
very grateful to have received this 
generous gift.”
“I feel extremely validated for the 
academic and extracurricular work 
that I have done. I hope someday I 
can return this very generous gift to 
another student here at SCSU.”
If you would like to  
make a difference  
in a student’s educational 
journey, contact the 
School of Public Affairs’ 
Dean’s office at  





Stephen J. Nordmann Criminal Justice Scholarship 
Ismail Mohamed 
Kent Robertson Community Development Scholarship 
Dale Trippler Geography & Planning Scholarship and Support
Abdoul Kader Naze 
Michael D. White Economics Fellowship 
Valentine Nimahire 
Economics Scholarship   
Azat Nurmukhametov 
Michael D. White Economics Fellowship
Melissa Papay 




Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
Fernanda Quintino dos Santos 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
Colleen Schimnich 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
 
Josh Schultz 
Caldecott Family Scholarship in Criminal Justice 
Adam Shanahan 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography 
Ruben L. Parson Geography Scholarship 
Jack Spaeth 









Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
Julius Vang 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography
Jessica Wade  
Ruben L. Parson Geography Scholarship 
Melvin & Shirley Kazeck Scholarship in Geography 
David Wallin 
Neil B. Thompson Memorial Scholarship 
Nicole Warrick 
Robert Becker Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Michael Wimmer 
Kent Robertson Community Development Scholarship  
Dale Trippler Geography & Planning Scholarship and 
Support 
Laani Xiong 
Caldecott Family Scholarship in Political Science 
Nick Begich Endowed Scholarship 
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The history of the Geographic Information Science 
(GIS) program at St. Cloud State University can 
be traced back to the 1960s, to a time when 
classrooms did not have desktop computers or 
most of the equipment seen or used today. Maps 
were drawn by hand and image interpretation 
was done using aerial photo paper prints and 
plastic mylar. When Professor Ben Richason 
started at St. Cloud State 41 years ago, that is 
how he practiced and taught students. 
As he approaches the end of his tenure, retiring 
in the fall of 2019, the son of a geographer 
reflects on his work here at St. Cloud State 
with equal humility and pride. Richason can be 
largely credited with laying the foundation for the 
geographic information systems (GIS) program 
Mapping a career 
Professor Ben Richason approaches the end of a 41-year career
By Danae Swanson
“Build it,  
let them know about it, 
then they will come.”  
 —Richason
Hanging from the ceiling is 
an aircraft models of a SR-71 
spy aircraft.
Displayed on his computer 
monitors are a satellite image 
(left) and stereo model (right) 
with stereo viewing glasses.
The drone represents the 
newest platform technology in 
remote sensing. Richason built 
this drone at the DroneTech 
workshop at Northland 
Community & Technical 
College.
Richason proudly displays 
diplomas and memberships 
in various honor societies 
including Gamma Theta 
Upsilon, Phi Delta Kappa 
and Phi Kappa Phi. 
Above his computer hangs 
two antique maps that have 
been in his family for almost 
80 years. 
The 2018 Distinguished 
Educator Award from the 
MN GIS/LIS Consortium is 
the award Richason is most 
proud of. 
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at St. Cloud State as it exists today. Our GIS 
program is touted as one of the best in the 
region and with a bright future. Graduates 
of the program have gone on to be very 
successful in government and business. 
Specializing in remote sensing and 
geospatial science, Richason has worked with 
a motto of, “Build it, let them know it’s here, 
and they will come.” Keeping up with the 
needs and technology of the 21st Century, he 
has worked to incorporate satellite imaging, 
3D photogrammetry, and more recently 
Unmanned Aerial Systems (drone technology) 
into the curriculum. In the very near future, 
students will be able to graduate with a 
certificate/degree in Geospatial Science with 
an emphasis in Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(UAS), learning the equipment and tools 
involved.   
Richason recognizes the value the GIS 
program and geospatial tools give to our 
communities. GIS makes maps smart. They can 
be queried to isolate different features such 
as water or vegetation or to observe complex 
spatial interrelationships between soils, crops, 
and elevation. Maps are used by emergency 
services. In the late 1980s he guided students 
as they worked on 911 mapping for Stearns 
County. 
In his retirement, Richason plans to continue 
his research, explore soil mapping techniques, 
stay current on drone technology, and he 
may be seen around the GIS lab again as an 
adjunct. 
Richason was honored by his peers at the 
October 2018 Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium 
with the Distinguished Educator award. Well 
done, Professor Richason, well done. 
Credit: David Kenyon Photography
Photo by Nick Lenz
College can be about a lot of things. For Nahida 
Nworen, one of those things was remarkable personal 
and professional growth.
The first in her family to go to college, Nworen came 
from Bangladesh to study at St. Cloud State in 2015. 
Her first year didn’t go very well; she was homesick and 
didn’t feel like St. Cloud State was the right place for her. 
That all changed after having some key conversations 
with School of Public Affairs staff members. 
First, Sarah Nelson, student relations director. Nelson 
helped Nworen get her footing here on campus by 
helping navigate classes and assured her everything was 
going to be okay. And after Nworen’s first year, she met 
Kristy Modrow, Director of Experiential Learning and 
Career Development. Modrow’s advice: get involved. 
Nworen heeded that advice and joined various clubs 
and organizations around campus. After that, her life 
changed; her grades improved and St. Cloud began to 
feel like her second home. 
Her involvement and experience was taken to the next 
level when she was selected as the Strategic Planning 
and Community Engagement intern with Mayor of St. 
Cloud, Dave Kleis. She worked closely with Mayor Kleis 
and Community Engagement Coordinator Emmanuel 
Oppong, to prepare for and attend various community 
events including the annual Community Survey.  
With double majors in political science and 
international relations and a minor in human relations, 
Nworen’s future plans involve working towards a 
leadership role at either the United Nations or the 
American Embassy, Bangladesh. She hopes to retain the 
passion she has today and the ambitions she holds in her 
heart. 
Nworen was selected as the student speaker at the fall 
2018 commencement ceremony where she addressed 
more than 575 graduates and thousands of guests about 
her struggles and triumphs. She shared the story of one 
of her first days on campus: she got lost. Scared and 
upset, she cried and cried and eventually called Public 
Safety for help. Turns out she was only two blocks from 
her dorm. 
She concluded her address by saying, “Be positive, be 
prepared and have a smile on your face.” Wise words 
from a woman who has come a long way on her college 
journey. 
It’s about the journey
By Danae Swanson
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Students in Professor Darla Hamann’s fall 
2018 MPA 606 Strategic Management in Public 
and Nonprofit Organizations class facilitated a 
strategic plan for Love INC - Heartland, a rural 
Minnesota faith-based nonprofit. 
This diverse group of intelligent and articulate 
students took a hands-on approach when tackling 
this project. After careful observation, they 
identified strategic issues facing the organization 
and guided them towards solutions relating 
to managerial and operational processes and 
fundraising efforts. Through these efforts, the idea is 
the organization ultimately reaches its goals. 
Love INC - Heartland is based out of Delano, 
Minnesota and serves neighbors in need to move 
towards self-sufficiency. 
St. Cloud State MPA students involved with the Love 
















See what the MPA program is up to on their 
Facebook page: @MPASCSU.
MPA class gets hands-on 
experience with Minnesota 
non-profit
Professor Dick T. Andzenge 
traveled to India in October 
2017 to speak on topics of 
victimization at two different 
Universities: The O.P. Jindal 
Global University, Sonipat, 
India and The University of 
Madras, Chennai, India.  
Invited  by the Institute of 
Behavioral Sciences at the 
O.P. Jindal Global University, 
Andzenge  presented a lecture 
on rethinking victimology, 
which included a case for 
scientific victimology. At the 
University of Madras, he 
was a featured guest of the 
Departments of Criminology 
and National Security and 
Strategic Studies, where 
he delivered a lecture titled 
“Understanding Terrorism, 
Alternative Perspectives.” 
In addition to the featured 
lectures, Andzenge met with 
current graduate students and 
faculty at both universities to 
explore future research and 
scholarly cooperation, many of 
whom were past and present 
masters and doctoral students 
whose work he has supervised. 
With over 85 attendees 
from 12 different countries, 
Andzenge was the only 
presenter and/or attendee 
from the United States. 
Approximate miles traveled: 
44,060. 
 
The 2017-2018 academic year 
brought five substantial and 
distinct research projects to the 
SCSU Survey Center, working 
exclusively with public institutions 
and non-profit organizations. 
The Survey Center continues to 
grow and evolve as clientele, 
technology, and community needs 
change. 
The Survey Center is fueled 
by the work of student directors 
who are mentored by faculty as 
they learn processes and systems. 
Student directors take the lead 
in training and coaching newer 
student directors as well as student 
callers. They are on-site lab 
managers during calling shifts to 
troubleshoot technical issues and 
supervise. 
The Survey Center trained 315 
student callers to assist in various 
calling surveys during the 2017-
2018 school year. Primarily, these 
are students enrolled in political 
science, sociology, economics 
or psychology courses and are 
completing a component relating 
to their coursework. These students 
develop firsthand a deeper 
understanding and appreciation 
for how social scientists conduct 
survey research. 
Evolving with changing 
telephone use (land line to cell 
phone) required the Survey Center 
to change their methodology. For 
the first time, a completely online 
survey was conducted. Success has 
also been found with mixed-mode 
studies. 
Follow along with the Survey 
Center on their Facebook page:  
@surveyscsu.
Faculty Directors 
Jim Cottrill, Political Science  
Ann Finan, Sociology 
Mónica García-Pérez, Economics 
Amanda Hemmesch, Psychology 
Sandrine Zerbib, Sociology
Externally Funded Research Projects
Stearns County 
University of Minnesota Department of Forestry 
United Way 
St. Cloud State Spring Student Survey 
CentraCare Foundation 
Survey Center engages in community, celebrates effectiveness








United States at world 
victimology conference
Jeremy Miller ’11 is the 2018 recipient of the 3M 
Innovative Economic Educator Award. He was given the 
award at the October 2018 EconFest held at the Bell 
Museum in St. Paul.
The 3M Innovative Economic Educator Award 
recognizes a Minnesota K-12 teacher who creates and 
implements innovative lessons that increase economic 
understanding. He was awarded a $500 cash prize.
Miller teaches social studies at Cambridge-Isanti 
High School and earned his St. Cloud State bachelor’s 
degree in social studies education with a concentration in 
economics. 
‘Honorable’ mentions
Two criminal justice alumnae were appointed to 
judgeships in Minnesota’s 7th Judicial District by Governor 
Mark Dayton in June of 2018.
Michelle L. Clark ‘96
Alexandria, MN
Antoinette C. Wetzel ‘92
Little Falls, MN
Alumnus earns 3M Innovative 
Economics Award
Mohamud ‘17 ‘18 is Decade 
of Women Fellow
Habso Mohamud was selected as the 
first Decade of Women Fellow for the 
United Nations Office of Partnership. 
Mohamud stated in an interview, “I want 
to give hope to every child, every girl 
and every woman around the world 
who never thought success would be a 
possibility.”  — Mohamud
Read more
Read more.
Andzenge (right) with Professor M. Priyamvadha from the 
University of Madras in Chennai, India (left) and Jehanne Hulsman, 
President of the Hulsman Foundation in Dordrecht, Netherlands. 
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Internships are a crucial part of the School of Public 
Affairs education experience. An internship offers 
real work experience that provides students with the 
opportunity to experience their interests and develop 
professional skills. Students apply what they learned 
in the classroom to the workplace and develop a 
professional network as well as solidify possible 
employment after the internship.
Learning is experience. 
Everything else is just 
information. 
- Albert Einstein
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“
40,247
total hours contributed by School of Public 
Affairs students to communities, businesses 
and non-profits by way of internships
42%
82
92internships successfully completed for credit 
of interns accepted an offer of employment at the 





46% of interns received some kind of compensation for 
their work
540 credits awarded towards degrees
organizations 
across Minnesota 
and the United 
States worked 
with the School 
of Public Affairs 
Internships
Experiential learning through internships 
during the 2017-2018 academic year:
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2018 E.A. Bud Rathbun Award 
of Merit from the Minnesota 
Society of Professional 
Surveyors
Mónica García-Pérez
Named 2019 president-elect 
of the American Society of 
Hispanic Economist (ASHE)
Gareth John 
Awarded the 2018 Hellervik 
Prize, St. Cloud State 
University’s top research grant
Ben Richason 
Distinguished Educator Award 






Roy and Barbara Saigo 
Endowment Excellence 
Fund, Alumni Foundation, 
Russian Fund for Fundamental 
Research
Patricia Bodelson
Short term faculty improvement 
grant to attend United Nations 
Peace Conference in Costa 
Rica
Mary Clifford
MNState Anti-Racism Grant 
in partnership with Kyoko 
Kishimoto, Debra Leigh, 
Melissa Prescott and Darlene 
St. Clair from St. Cloud State; 
Minnesota State Community 
and Technical College and 
Southwest Minnesota State 
University
Mary Clifford, Lindsey 
Vigesaa, John C. 
Campbell
Enhancing Law Enforcement 
Response to Victims (ELERV)




Granite Equity Partners 
fund through the Initiative 
Foundation
Richard A. MacDonald/
School of Public Affairs 
Research Institute
St. Cloud Regional Airport 
Study, Steven Baldwin 
Associates, LLC
Quarterly Economic and 
Business Conditions Report, 
Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State
St. Cloud Area Quarterly 
Business Report, Greater 
St. Cloud Development 
Corporation 
Nimantha Manamperi
Short-term faculty improvement 
grant to attend International 
Institute of Forecasters 
Benjamin Richason




St. Cloud State University 
& Northland Community 
& Technical College
National Science Foundation 
Advanced Technological 
Education (ATE) division for 
the SCSU Spacial Analysis 
Research Center and programs 
in geographic information 




King Banaian & Richard 
A. MacDonald
St. Cloud Area Quarterly 
Business Report, Published in 
St. Cloud Times, Archived in 
SCSU Repository, September 
2017, December 2017, 
March 2018, June 2018, 
September 2018, December 
2018
King Banaian & Richard 
A. MacDonald
Six issues of Quarterly 
Economic & Business 
Conditions Reports each 
quarter, Published by Office 
of the Minnesota Secretary 
of State, Archived in SCSU 
Repository, October 2017, 
January 2018, March 2018, 
April 2018, June 2018
King Banaian & Richard 
A. MacDonald
Tuck, B., Banaian, K., 
MacDonald, R., Lindscheid, 
N., Economic Emergency 
Program:  St. Cloud Household 
Refrigeration and Home 
Freezer Manufacturing Plant 
Closure (Electrolux), Published 
in SCSU Repository, March 
2018
Mikhail Blinnikov
Solomonova M. Y., Blinnikov, 
M.S., Silantyeva, M. M. & 
Speranskaja, N. Y. (2019). 
Influence of moisture and 
temperature regimes on 
the phytolith assemblage 
composition of mountain 
ecosystems of the mid 
latitudes: a case study from 
the Altay Mountains. Frontiers 
in Ecology and Evolution, doi: 
10.3389/fevo.2019.00002
Jim Cottrill
James B. Cottrill, Treul, Sarah 
A. “Agenda Crossover: The 
Influence of State Delegations 
in Congress.” Congress & 
the Presidency, 45(1), pp. 
122-123 
Survey of Minnesota Adults: 
Fall 2017 Political Report
Jim Cottrill & Mónica 
García-Pérez
Cottrill, J., Finan, A., García-
Pérez, M., Hemmesch, A., 
Zerbib, S. (2017) Report on 
Survey for Stearns County: 
Methodology and Analysis
Cottrill, J., Finan, A., García-
Pérez, M., Hemmesch, A., 
Zerbib, S. (2018) 
Methodology Report for Lawn 
Futures Study, University of 
Minnesota, Department of 
Forestry
Cottrill, J., Finan, A., García-
Pérez, M., Hemmesch, A., 
Lundgren-Trobec, N., Zerbib, 
S. (2018) Understanding 
mental health stigma 
and employment: Results 
from a random sample of 
Minnesotans. 
Darla Hamann
Avner Ben-Ner, Darla J. 
Hamann, and Ting Ren (2018) 
“Does Ownership Matter 
in the Selection of Service 
Providers? Evidence from 
Nursing Home Consumer 
Surveys” - Nonprofit and 
Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
2018, Vol. 47(6) 1271-1295
Bezboruah, K., Hamann, D. 
(2018). “Health IT Adoption in 
Nursing Homes: The Role of IT 
Vendors”. International Journal 
of Information Technology and 
Management, 15(1) 
Patricia Hughes
Hughes, P., Luksetich, W.** 
(2018). Modeling Nonprofit 
Behavior. In Dennis Young 
& Bruce Seaman (Eds.), 
Handbook of Research on 
Nonprofit Economics and 
Management  (2nd ed.) (pp. 
180-198). Northampton: 
Edward Elgar Publishing. 
Jason Lindsey
“An Anarchist Policing? Some 
Suggestive Examples from 
Speculative Fiction,” Journal 
Des Anthropologues, no. 
152-153, May 2018, pp.193-
212. 
“The Roots of Trumpism,” 
Vecnik: The Bulletin of 
Yaroslav the Wise National 
Law University, vol.4, no. 




Manamperi, N. (2018) 
“Refugee Crisis and Its Impact 
on Crime Trends in Germany” 
- The Empirical Economic 
Letters, 17 (8). 
Panelist at the 56th Winter 
Institute
Ken Rebeck
Walstad, William. B., 
Rebeck, Ken. (2018). “The 
Measurement Properties of the 
Basic Finance Test for Children 
and the Test of Financial 
Knowledge for Youth.”  




“Using Network Analysis to 
Operationalize, Measure, 
Analyze, and Describe the 
Innovative and Dynamic 
Capacity of Local/Regional 
Milieu: Results from 
Pittsburgh.” Universal Journal 




“The Slave Trade Route: 
A Regional and Local 
Development Catalyst” 
(2018). Geography and 





Criminal Justice faculty earn ELERV grant, makes community impact in 
Casper, Wyoming
A $46,000 award was granted in 2018 
to extend the initial $100,000 award to 
criminal justice Professors Mary Clifford, 
John C. Campbell and  Lindsey Vigesaa 
for the Enhancing Law Enforcement 
Response to Victims (ELERV) award. 
ELERV is sponsored by the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
and funded by the Department of Justice 
through the Office for Victims of Crime 
(OVC). 
Beginning in 2016 with Stewart 
Wirth, the St. Cloud State research team 
joined the Casper, Wyoming Police 
Department to assess their department’s 
efforts to meet the needs of victims in the 
community. 
Work on the grant began with an 
internal Casper Police Department 
survey, a Casper community survey, 
an area service provider survey, and a 
series of focus groups with victims from 
within marginalized agencies throughout 
the community. 
After providing initial data of 
department and community attitudes 
about the efficacy of the department’s 
work with victims, department 
administration worked in tandem with 
the Subject Matter experts from the 
IACP to assess internal Casper Police 
department policies and practices to 
design efforts that would meet additional 
community needs. 
Using both the data collected and the 
policy review, changes were made and 
additional programs were implemented, 
including Start by Believing, 
Domestic Violence Awareness month 
programming, and soft interview room 
installation, to name a few.
A second round of data was collected 
again from within the Casper Police 
Department, the Casper community, 
and service providers to determine any 
degree of change over the duration of 
the policy and program review cycle. 
The Department of Criminal Justice 
Studies research team has been 
supported in the work by Dr. Rich 
MacDonald and the School of Public 
Affairs Research Institute. The data 
collection and writing will conclude with 
a final report in summer 2019. 
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Criminal Justice
Dick Andzenge
6th International Conference on Victim 
Assistance









Field research for book 
Seattle, WA
October 2017
2018 Innocence Network Conference
Memphis, TN
March 2018










5th World Conference on Remedies to 
Racial and Ethnic Economic Inequality 
University
Vitoria Espirito Santo, Brazil 
September 2018
American Public Health Association 
Conference 
San Diego, CA 
November 2018 









EconFest and Minnesota Economics 
Association Meeting 
Hamline University, St. Paul, MN 
October 2018
Richard A. MacDonald





“Forecasting Summer School” workshop, 
International Institute of Forecasters
Boulder, CO
June 2018
Minnesota Economics Association 
Meeting 
Hamline University, St. Paul, MN 
October 2018 
Missouri Valley Econ Association 
Conference
Memphis, TN 
November 2018  
Artatrana Ratha
International Atlantic Economic 
Conference 
New York City  
October 2018
Geography and Planning
Mikhail Blinnikov, Gareth John, 
David Wall
Annual Meeting of the American Association 




2018 Impact Summit  
Minneapolis  
September 2018 
Faculty & Staff Travel  
SOPA Going Local and Global
Cynthia Fitzthum
Sharing curriculum ideas and observe Japan 




GTU/GeoClub Camping Trip 
Big Bay State Park WI 
October 2018 
Research on Northwest Angle 
Angle Inlet Minnesota  
September 2018
Benjamin Richason
GIS/LIS Annual Conference 
Duluth, MN  
October 2018 
Aspasia Rigopoulou-Melcher




Alternatives to the Present: A Conference 
on architecture, Urbanism, Sociology, 
Development & Planning




Senior College presentation: “The Fragile 
States of Mexico and Central America” 





United Nations Peace Conference 
Costa Rica
Cindy Helm
2018 Annual Conference MN Council 
Nonprofits  
St. Paul, MN 
November 2018
Morgan Nyendu
Continue research on Democratic 
Decentralization and Sub-national 
Governance




IFO Government Relations Committee 
St. Paul, MN  
September & November 2018 
Steven Wagner




Education Abroad Program 
Laos, Thailand & Malaysia 
December–January 2019
School of Public Affairs
King Banaian













American Society for Photogrammertry and 
Remote Sensing (ASPRS) 
Camp Ripley, MN 
January 2018
DroneTECH 
Eden Prairie, MN 
July 2018
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Advisory Board 
Chas Anderson ‘96 
Co-founder and Partner 
MZA+Co, St. Paul
Dave Borgert  
Director, Community and Government Relations 
CentraCare Heath, St. Cloud
Jim Bullard, Ph.D. ‘84 
President 
Federal Reserve Bank, St. Louis
John C. Campbell, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus in Criminal Justice 
St. Cloud State University
Patti Gartland ‘80 
President 
Greater St. Cloud Development Corporation, St. Cloud




VP of Workforce and Economic Development 
The Initiative Foundation, Little Falls
Shaunna Johnson
City Administrator
City of Waite Park 
Jeffery Magee ‘91 
Deputy Assistant Director - Human Resources and 
Professional Development, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives, Chicago 
Jermain Ogaja ‘07 
Economist 
The International Monetary Fund, Washington D.C.
Dan Rogan ‘91
Senior Assistant 
Hennepin County Attorney, Minneapolis 
Bill Schramm ‘04 
Senior Vice President 
Logan Circle Partners, Summit, 
New Jersey
Steve Smith, Ph.D. ‘75 
Kate M. Gregg Distinguished Professor  
of Social Science & Director of the Weidenbaum Center 
Washington University, St. Louis
Chris Thiebaut ‘05 
Associate Vice President - Corporate Actions Manager 
RBC Wealth Management, Minneapolis 
Dale Trippler ‘69 
Consultant 
Landmark Environmental, LLC, St. Paul
Deb Yerigan, Vice Chair ‘82 
Attorney 
Messerli & Kramer, Minneapolis
King Banaian, Ph.D. 
Dean
Kristy Modrow, Ed.D. ‘03 ‘05 ‘17 
Director of Experiential Learning and Career 
Development
Sarah Nelson ‘08 ‘10 
Student Relations Director
Tom Oien ‘96 
IT Coordinator 
Betty Schwarzkopf  










1. SOPA will establish efficient and effective pathways for students’ success in school 
and post-graduation and be responsive to the changing community and employer 
needs. 
2. SOPA will incentivize and explore methods to create memorable experiences for 
students. 
3. SOPA will infuse civic engagement into its programs and into education that 
reaches across the campus. 
4. SOPA will be well known in the community and on campus for its success in 
mission accomplishment and its effective branding and marketing strategies. 
5. SOPA will create opportunities and incentives for reciprocal relationships between 
SOPA programs, the SOPA research institute, and community organizations resulting 
in authentic human connections that leave lasting, favorable impressions for all 
participants. 
6. SOPA will create and develop an innovative, interdisciplinary, and creative 
collaborative learning space.
Applied & Experiential Research & Learning  
SOPA values its research institute and community partnerships as means to provide 
students with applied, simulated, and service learning opportunities where they apply 
theoretical knowledge and practice skills learned in the classroom.
 
Collaboration: People, Cultures & Disciplines  
SOPA values demographic, cultural, and disciplinary diversity in its faculty, staff, and 
student populations and encourages collaboration among these diverse groups.
 
Integrity  








SOPA values the transformation of students into well-informed leaders in the local and 
global communities in which they live and work.
STRATEGIC 
GOALS
365 Stewart Hall 
720 4th Ave S 





St. Cloud State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, creed, 
religion, age, national origin, disability, marital status, with regard to public 
assistance, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or status as a 
U.S. veteran. The Title IX coordinator at SCSU is Dr. Ellyn Bartges. For additional 
information, contact the Office for Institutional Equity & Access, (320) 308-5123, 
Admin. Services Bldg. Rm 102. 
